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FROM THE WARDEN           Lisa D Scheffler MD 
 
We welcome the first tastes of Spring after a 
relatively mild winter (we deserved it after last 
year!). What a joy after a blessed Lenten season 
followed by an inspiring Holy Week and joyous 
Easter – Allelulia! Now we look forward to 
planning for the rest of our 140

th
 anniversary year.  

 
Everyone will be offered opportunities to 
participate in planning and executing the several 
events that will be “sprinkled” throughout this, our 
140

th
 year as a parish. The first project that we 

anticipate initiating will be the restoration of the 
interior of the church, that will involve repair of all 
the defective plaster and repainting of the entire 
church interior. Whether any redecoration or 
remodeling will follow the repairs may be the topic 
of further discussions with full input from the entire 
congregation. While the plaster repairs, 
restoration and painting will not be an enormous 
task, we anticipate the work (with the attendant 
scaffolding, etc.) will interfere with Sunday 
services on at least one Sunday. The Restoration 
Work Group is preparing to make a 
recommendation to the Vestry for the plan and the 
contractors to execute -- Stay tuned for additional 
information! 
      
Other special activities for the 140

th
 celebration 

will include a Summer Picnic with live music, the 
dedication of a new stained glass window and an 
Anniversary Eucharistic Celebration with the 
Bishop in attendance early in Advent. In between, 
most of the events that have become “regulars” in 
our church calendar – Fall Homecoming, the a 
cappella sing-off, the Ceremony of Lessons and 
Carols and Christmas in Clinton will, no doubt, 
keep us busy with our church family. 
      
As the gardening season takes off big-time, look 
forward to regular updates from Margaret and her 
team on produce. Our Community Cares, the tax-
exempt 501c3 organization that sponsors the 
Food for All Garden, is actively seeking our next 
major project. Addressing homelessness in 
Clinton is a big aspiration, but we have made 
some measurable progress, one family at a time. 
Anyone who has ideas along these lines, 
suggestions for this or other outreach projects, 
should bring those ideas to a member of the OCC 
Board that includes Fr. Peter, the Wardens and 
Barbara Zettergren, our Treasurer. 
      
In this most beautiful season along our Shoreline, 
I offer blessings to all – Lisa 

FROM OUR JUNIOR WARDEN                                              Ed Hartman                            
Greetings, I submit my first Holy Adventure’s message with sincere 
trepidation. Don Hubert and Dr. Lisa D Scheffler set an extremely high bar. 
So I will paraphrase our Vicar Emeritus and endeavor to do my best.  
 
The theme of this note is Service. Firstly, I want to thank Don for his 
leadership and dedication as Warden. Don, Lisa and Canon Peter have 
Holy Advent on an ascendant course. Evidence for this could be seen and 
heard during the Advent season with Lessons and Carols. This event was 
clearly a highlight for the Christmas Season. Those who attended the 
Tenebrae Service can attest our Rector, Music Director, Choir, Readers, 
Guest Musicians and Sopranos out did themselves for the Lenten Season. 
These Services should be blocked on all of calendars for next year. They 
are two not to be missed events. I urge Jackie to retain “Let All Mortal Flesh 
Keep Silence”. I’ve heard many memorable Anthems in my short time 
(compared to Don or Lisa) at Holy Advent but this was by far the most 
beautiful and moving. Bravo! Let's not forget Maggie and her Fellowship 
Committee for the Wine, Bread and Cheese social as well as the Maundy 
Thursday Lamb. Heartfelt thanks to all who contributed and attended these 
special events. Holy Advent is extremely blessed with talent and most 
importantly, fellowship. Speaking of Fellowship, if you missed the St. 
Patrick's Day Breakfast, you missed a lot of World Class Bangers and 
Corned Beef Hash served up with an Irish Smile by Colleen, Jason, John, 
Maggie, Mark, Bill and Dan. 
 
I would be remiss if I did not recognize, we are in the midst of our 140th 
Holy Advent Anniversary Year. To celebrate this milestone the Vestry has 
approved a number of events and projects. The first of these will be the 
Church interior refurbishment. I am sure a number of us have noticed the 
plaster cracks in the Sanctuary Arch and Nail Pops in the Church ceiling.   
Thank you to Marye Wagner, Bill Russell and Canon Peter for their efforts 
to build a Statement of Work and interview four potential contractors. Efforts 
to define the final scope and winning contractor continue but the work 
should commence shortly. While we all look forward to our traditional 
Summer Beach Service (more to follow); this summer we will also 
inaugurate our 1st Annual Holy Advent BBQ. The Committee Chairman, Bill 
Filanowski is targeting August 20th for this terrific fellowship event. This will 
allow us to leverage the Clinton Summer Fest and Fireworks. I also want to 
recognize Committee Members: Bill R, Colleen, Dan M, Jason, John, Lisa, 
Margaret, and Peter. This event hold enormous promise but volunteers are 
needed.  Please send either Bill Filanowski an email: filoman42@gmail.com 

or myself: Ethartman@aol.com  
 
To continue the theme, let's close on Service. All of us are called to Serve 
God and his Church. This note contains a large number of parishioners who 
regularly answer His call and I am sure I've missed many others. Folks like 
Frank, Jim D, Shelly and Tom B, who water, mow and clean-up the Church 
Lawn and beautify our flower beds. Please reach out to Bill Russell if you 
can help out.  
 
Lastly, on a spiritual note, missionary zeal is not the sole purview of 
Mormons and Evangelicals. I am not asking anyone to suit up and knock on 
doors but I would ask each of us to think about our friends and neighbors 
and once and awhile, just ask what they are doing on Sunday? We might all 
be surprised. 
Blessings, Ed Hartman              

 
God bless our rising and God bless our sleeping with peacefulness, gladness and gentle safekeeping. 

God bless our family's comings and goings with joyful contentment and grace overflowing. 
God bless our work, play and all our endeavors with loyalty, laughter and loving forever. 
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CLERKS’ VESTRY MEETING RECAP                                                                                                           Shelly DiAcri 
Vestry recap -  
At its March 14 meeting, the vestry voted to allow the parish hall kitchen to be used for a 3-month trial period by a local food 
truck vendor. They discussed the church renovation plan, a mold problem in the church basement, and the 140th Anniversary 
events.  Copies of the meeting's minutes were sent to all parish members.  

 

HALOS  Holy Advent Ladies of Spirit            Donna Gagne'                                                                                               
 
Well, although we did not have a winter like the past two, I 
seemed to pick the one date that a snowstorm was 
predicted for our gathering - then I changed it, and Mother 
Nature moved the storm as well!! Anyway, we had a small 
turnout of ladies for soups, stuffed breads and truffles at my 
house in February. We ate and got to know one of our 
newest members Cherie Strucaly a little bit better. It was a 
relaxed evening. We did some talking about some ways 
HALOS can help celebrate the 140th Anniversary. Some 
ideas were thrown around, nothing concrete - but I'm sure 
we'll be talking about it all year long! So, keep your thinking 
caps on. Which is just what Gloria did after that and she 
suggested perhaps we reprint the Little Taste of Heaven 
cookbook with an alternate cover and perhaps even add 
more recipes for an "Expanded Anniversary Edition". But 
this time we will sell it at some of the upcoming anniversary 
celebration events. Gloria is working on the cover. Beyond 
that, I brought up again the idea of our Archivists giving a 
talk/tour of information and items discovered in their work 
compiling our archives. Margaret will think about how that 
can be done and get back to us with what she comes up 
with (of course, the Food For All Garden will begin to take 
up a lot of Margaret's time soon, so this is a back-burner 
item for sure - but it would be fun).  
 
That's about all that's been happening. We are a busy 
bunch and we do have a few who travel to the warmer 
climates in the winter, so hopefully we'll get gatherings 
going again soon. Anyone interested in hosting our next 
gathering or joining us, if you have not already, please 
contact me by email dlgagne8@comcast.net or call 860-
669-5114.     

140th COMMITTEES CHAIRS NEEDED                                                               
Jackie Belmonte                                                               
Hello All – Father Peter has named the Vestry as the overall 
"honorary" 140th committee to approve the activities and create 
budgets for all anniversary events. A list follows of proposed 
activities/events that might become part of our anniversary 
celebration. 
Peter requests that those who have expressed interest in helping 
with these projects choose an activity that you are willing to chair.  
The attached list also indicates those that have volunteered to 
chair an activity. Please let Peter know your choice. Thank you! 
Jackie 

Tenebrae Service = Done 
Blessing of new stained glass window = Lisa Scheffler 
Memorial Day = Float in Clinton parade honoring Veterans 
July 4th Picnic = Bill Filanowski 
140 Acts of Mercy – Gloria McQueeney 
Archives Demonstration and/or Display depicting HA History –  
     Church Leaders, staff,  
     All who were baptized, married, etc.,  
     “Famous firsts”,  
     Historic photos on weekly bulletins,  
     Power point Slide Show presentation of HA history,  
     HA Time line 
Tableau of HA Church Fair painting -  
Cookbook with new 140th Cover – Include original recipes to 
differentiate from current 
140th Service = Advent 1 (11/27) or 2 (12/4) in the evening = 
Peter/Jackie 
Anniversary Aprons/T-shirts/Hats - 
140th Anniversary Banner -  
HA 140th Christmas ornament -         
                                                                     Thank you! Jackie 

 

HONDURAS CHILDREN'S PROJECT ANNUAL SPAGHETTI DINNER  
(6th year, 3rd year at Holy Advent) 
 

Saturday, May 7, 2016 ~ 5:00 to 7:00 pm 
Church of the Holy Advent, Clinton, CT 

$10.00 per person,  
Free for kids age 12 and under,  

Free for seniors age 70 and over,  
Free for visiting Mothers (it's the evening before Mother's Day) 

100% of the proceeds benefit the 51 children at  
Copprome Orphanage in Honduras.  

 
Raffle ~ Prizes & hand-made Honduran articles 

Entertainment by ~ DJ Michael John Valenti 
 

In the palm of His hand may the Father hold you 
May the peace of the Son and His mercy enfold you 

May the Spirit provide you with blessings enough  
and the Trinity grant to you faith, hope and love. 
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FOOD FOR ALL GARDEN                                                                                                                                  Margaret Larom                                                                                         

                                                                                                                                                        

     The following report was presented to the Our Community Cares board of directors on April 5. Several Vestry 
members and other community leaders serve on the board of OCC, which is the 501c3 umbrella for the garden and 
other projects, such as housing, for Clinton’s needy.  

 

     The 2016 gardening season began with meetings in January to organize our planting plans, and several of us 
had a wonderful lunchtime session with Suzanne Baker of Shoreline Gardens who promised her usual generous 
support in terms of growing seedlings. The first of these many hundreds of vegetables and herbs will be ready for 

transplanting in mid-April. Hart Seeds once again supplied us with 300 packets of seeds; 
vegetables, herbs and flowers that can be put directly in the ground. A good sampling has 
gone over to the Pierson School where the students are starting them on the windowsills of every 
classroom. Starting in a month. Julia Ballek will again lead the After-School Garden Club. Peter has 
given the entire garden a light once-over with his rototiller, so it looks great, and the regular volunteers 
already have planted peas, beets, radishes and spinach. With the help of three boys from the Oxford 
Academy in Westbrook, some trellis fencing went up a couple of weeks ago, and other volunteers put 
up almost all the rest a week later. The water was turned on, and hoses hooked up – and then 10 days 
later the water was turned off, and the hoses disconnected, to avoid damage from this week’s Arctic 
plunge! We’ll try again in a week or so.  

Food for All was represented at the Clinton Expo on Tuesday evening, March 23, and we have 
received some new volunteers and other expressions of interest already. The Rotary Club of Clinton, 
which teams up with the Fire Department every year on a Spring Food Drive for the Clinton pantry, has 
decided that from now on, any monetary contributions will be split between the food pantry and the 
Food for All Garden.  This is wonderful news -- it could be as much as $500 a year for us. (Bad 
weather this past weekend forced them to postpone the second day of this year’s drive to Saturday,                 
April 16.)   

Families Helping Families once again is helping the garden, this time by providing two refrigerators for the room formerly used 
by the food pantry in the Holy Advent parish hall. Shoreline TV & Appliances is collaborating in this gift by providing the 
refrigerators at cost. Holy Advent paid for a new floor, church members repainted the walls, and A.J. Rick Electric of Westbrook 
installed new wiring and outlets. New shelving has been purchased so the room will be able to store harvested produce 
temporarily in between pantry days.  

Although every gardening year brings new challenges, we have a big project that may be one of our biggest challenges yet. 
Last year, various critters destroyed many vegetables – almost our entire bean crop (360 feet of pole beans), plus one bed of 
Brussels sprouts, several beds of parsley, many cabbages, and countless tomatoes. These critters -- woodchucks, skunks, 
opossums, voles, and chipmunks – easily get through or under the deer fencing. We managed to trap and deport or get rid of 
some but not all. We have decided to purchase metal mesh fencing specially designed to keep out these pests, and will need a 
good group of strong people to help install it. Soon!!  

Our other challenge is fund-raising. Although we have been successful so far in obtaining funds for capital expenses, we need 
to do more in building support for operating costs which have been about $8,000 a year but should come down in 2016. Please 
suggest businesses or civic organizations that might be interested in continuing commitments. 

 

THE COOL SCHOOL                                                                                         Information provided by Maria Moran 
 

  
 
Seven children; James, Zoe, Kaylin. Madison. Meadow,  
 Marlayna and Kelsey decorated cupcakes for the cupcake wars. 
 
 Their effort raised $71 for the Shoreline Food Pantry.  
 
The decorating winner was James Aronson, with second place going to 
Kelsey Cumming, and third place going to her guest friend Kaylin. 
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Florida Snow Birds and Vacationers                                                                                                                Jean Wiley  

One picture below was taken following the Palm Sunday church service. Gagne, Wiley, Norma, Stannard. The church is St 

George's Episcopal Church in Bradenton, FL. The Rector is The Rev. Bryan O'Carroll. The other was taken at our house after 
we had been joined by the Andersons and Elsie Newsom. We had such a wonderful, fun day! Just a bunch of Holy Adventurers 
laughing and sharing, and just generally enjoying each others' company. Our shared Palm Sunday Service followed by lunch at 
a restaurant on the beach on Ana Maria Island stretched on until about 5:00! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

EASTER EGG HUNT  

 
 

 
 

Five Finger Prayer 
1. Your thumb is nearest you. So begin your prayers by praying for those closest to 
your heart. Loved family and friends. 
 
2. The next finger is the pointing finger. Pray for those who teach, instruct and heal. 
This includes teachers, doctors, nurses, and ministers. They need support and 
wisdom in pointing others in the right direction. Keep them in your prayers. 
 
3. The next finger is the tallest finger. It reminds us of our leaders. Pray for leaders of 
business and industry, and administrators. These people shape our nation and guide 
public opinion. They need God's guidance. 
 
4. The fourth finger is our ring finger. Surprising to many is the fact that this is our 
weakest finger. It should remind us to pray for those who are weak, in trouble or in 
pain, (the homeless, hurting, hungry and hopeless). They need your prayers day and 
night. 
 
5. And lastly comes our little finger. The smallest finger of all, which is where we 
should place ourselves in relation to God and others. As the Bible says, 'The least 
shall be the greatest among you.' Your pinkie should remind you to pray for yourself. 
By the time you have prayed for the other four groups, your own needs will be put 
into proper perspective and you will be able to pray for yourself more effectively. 

 
 

 
Attention social media experts  We’re looking for volunteers who will monitor the page daily and help post 
updates as needed. Interested? Please contact Dan Mahier on Facebook, or dan@mahier.net.  Thanks! 
 
 
 

 

Children line up for 
Aidan Moran to start 
the egg hunt 

 

Father Peter blesses the 
Easter eggs before the 
Morans take to hide for 
the hunt  

javascript:window.top.ZmObjectManager.__doClickObject(document.getElementById(
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 
We’d like to acknowledge your birthday or anniversary.  If you are missing from our list, please update an information form 
(available in the back of the church) for us to maintain our records accurately. Thanks 
 

April Birthdays: May Birthdays: June Birthdays: July Birthdays: 

  2 Trudy Valenti 
  4 Abby Falato 
  6 Michael John Valenti  
  8 Maya Asby 
13 Daisy Larom  
21 Kenyin Douglas  
28 Cameron Patterson Moore 

 
 

  8 Ron Anderson  
  8 Meadow Papacoda 
16 Ed Hartman  
16 Agnes Nyiri  
18 Jean Wiley 
19 Steve Mahier  
19 Grayson Meder  
20 Dontrell Douglas  
21 Joan Rawlings 
24 Joyce Russell  
25 Abigail Fearon 
26 Brandon Miller  
28 Katie Dowd 
28 Ed Ashley 
 

 1 Cathy Moore  
 2 Drew Gasparini  
 4 Peter Sullivan  
 7 George Bracci  
 8 Marye Wagner  
11 Frank DiAcri   
11 Adelaide Milner  
12 Dorothy Martin  
17 Travis Bloom 
18 Caden Bloom 
19 Courtney Gagne  
21 Aidan Moran  
25 Jenna Egan      
26 Jackie Kelsey  
26 Amelia Mullane  
26 Kelly Smith  
28 Sabrina Cacace 
29 Kayla Mullane 
30 Jackie Belmonte 

 2 Shane Moore  
 3 Patti Van Cott  
 4 Liz Keirsstead 
 5 Betty Eccleston  
 5 Margie Faulkner 
 8 Barbara Bollman 
11 Philip Achee  
11 Bob Smith  
16 Sarah Wagner  
18 Art Ritchie 
25 Bill Filanowski 
29 Frederick Carnevale  
29 Joseph Luchuk 
 

 

April Anniversary: May Anniversaries: 

  9, 1983 Dan & Carol Mahier 
18, 1964 Ed & Sheila Ashley 

  9, 1992 Laura & Nick Bencivengo 
15, 1965 Frank & Shelly DiAcri  

June Anniversaries: July Anniversaries: 

 3, 2003 John & Elizabeth Mullane 

 6, 1953 Frederick & June Carnevale  
16, 2007 Joe & Jean Howard  
18, 1965 Art & Jean Wiley  
26, 1976 Charles & Linda Stannard  
29, 1963 Bert & Ginny Daniels  
29, 1991 Aidan & Maria Moran 

 
11, 1992 Chris & Amy Egan 
12, 1975 Bill & Joyce Russell 
 23, 2005 Jason & Colleen Bloom 

 

FELLOWSHIP                                                                                                                                                       Maggie Faulkner   
     2016 seems to be flying by. There was a great showing at the Annual Meeting on January 31.Thank you to all that made 
homemade soup and desert for everyone to enjoy. I think the plates of cheese and crackers on each table made for a nice 
appetizer for everyone while the work portion of the meeting was taking place. Lent went into full swing Ash Wednesday, 
February 10th. There was a phenomenal Saint Patrick's Day Breakfast made and served by all our Irish men. Everything was 
perfect and no one went home hungry that morning. On March 13, a beautiful Tenebrae Service was held in the church. Every 
light was put out and the congregation left with one candle burning reminding us of the Passion of Christ. A solemn reception 
was held in the Rectory and a wonderful, thoughtful time was had by all that attended. Maundy Thursday followed closely after 
that. Again we had a prayerful service with a replica meal of the Last Supper. Thank you to Shellane for the wonderful lamb. I 
know there are too many of you to name personally that help with all these functions. I want to take this time to thank you all for 
everything you each do. April is well on it's way. Many festivities are planned to celebrate for our 140th Anniversary. I'm sure 
there will be things in addition that I may call on you. Thank you all again for all your help. Respectfully Submitted: Maggie  

 

BOOK BARGAINS       Holy Advent is offering its book collection to members. While some might consider the books "dated", browsing 
might prove otherwise. Among the offerings are books by current authorities on spirituality and doctrine. As an 
example, I read The Good Book by Peter J. Gomes, a Harvard minister and theologian, which was a bestseller 
in 1996. Its chapters deal frankly and clearly with the use and abuse of the bible and the "true and lively word" 
it contains. Here is an example of the relevance of his identifying our current dilemmas with society: "The 
American Dream, once thought to be the pursuit of happiness and the blessings of liberty, is seen more and 

more at risk. The dream of upward mobility became first an expectation and then an entitlement, and is now a disappointment 
fueled by the politics of disappointment and bile...Institutions such as colleges, industry, and government, all once thought to be 
essential to the solutions of our problems, are now, in this climate of anxiety and recrimination, seen to be the 
problem."Reverend Gomes, who died in 2011, wrote the book with "the conviction that to many people the Bible is a confusing 
and difficult book." I am one of the people for whom his writing has made me take a fresh look at the Bible.  



 
 
 
HOLY ADVENTURES 
P.O. BOX 536 
CLINTON, CT 06413 
    

 
Worship with us on Sundays 
at 8:00 or 10:00 A.M.  All are welcome! 
Parrish Office                  860 669 2232 
Parish Secretary:    Gloria McQueeney 
The Parish Office is open  
Mondays from 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
Tuesday and Thursday, 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
holyadvent@sbcglobal.net 
Rector Peter Larom        914-282-2450 
richardlarom@gmail.com 
Mail:         P.O. Box 536,  
Clinton, CT 06413-0536 
Website:   www.holyadventclinton.org 
Newsletter editor: 
                  trudyvalenti@comcast.net 
Vestry meetings are the 2

nd
  

Monday of each month  
at 7 P.M. in the Rectory.  
All are welcome to attend. 
Wardens   Lisa Scheffler  
                & Ed Hartman 
Treasurer:Barbara Zettergren  
Clerk:       Shelly DiAcri 
Vestry:                         
Coleen Bloom, Carol Dowd,  
Margie Faulkner, Bill Filanowski,  
Joan Rawlings, Bill Russell 
Organist and Choir Director: 
                  Jacklyn A. Belmonte 
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