Church of the Holy Advent
Coronavirus Precautions
As the threat of this new respiratory virus spreads across the world and the US, the Vestry has discussed appropriate measures to be taken at Holy Advent to ensure, as best as possible, the health and safety of our parishioners. Please note that the virus poses a very significant threat to older (≥70 or 80 years of age) individuals and to those with underlying medical conditions (e.g. diabetes, pulmonary disease, immunocompromise). 
Like influenza, COVID-19 is spread via respiratory secretions, so the threat is of person-to-person contact with an individual who is coughing or sneezing and with inanimate surfaces that may be contaminated by those secretions. Thus, handwashing and not touching your eyes, nose or mouth after touching potentially contaminated surfaces is critical to protecting yourself. Additionally, during the threat of potential local COVID-19 epidemic, the following measures will be instituted:
·	Wine will not be distributed during Communion; this option was offered by the Diocesan guidance.
·	Person-to-person contact will not be included in the exchange of the Peace or following services.
·	Any parishioner who experiences respiratory illness (fever, cough, etc.) should stay home and seek medical care as needed.
·	As people may be contagious for several days prior to the onset of symptoms, parishioners who return from travel to areas hard hit by the epidemic (Asia, Europe, Washington state, San Francisco, Westchester County, NY, and others as the epidemic evolves) or who attend a large face-to-face conference or meeting, are asked not to attend services for 2 weeks after return.
·	Anyone desiring communion at home, hospital, or care facility should contact Rev. Diana at 860-538-4480 to set up a time for her to visit you so that you may receive the blessed sacrament in bread form.  No wine will be distributed at private communion.

