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Grant, O God, that Your holy and life-giving Spirit may so move every human heart, and especially the hearts  
of the people of this land, that barriers which divide us may crumble, suspicions disappear, and hatreds cease;  

that our divisions being healed, we may live in justice and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen  
 

The Rt. Rev. Ian T. Douglas Bishop Diocesan The Rt. Rev. Laura J. Ahrens Bishop Suffragan 
 

FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN:                                                                                                    Lisa Dunkle Scheffler, MD                   
Happy New Year!!! We are now entering the 141st year of The Church of the Holy Advent after 
a spectacular year-long celebration of our 140

th
 anniversary. The year-long celebration included 

a number of wonderful events that supported fellowship in our Parish and displayed to the larger 
community our fabulous music, our incomparable feasts and, most importantly, the loving and 
welcoming spirit of Holy Advent. We responded to the need for important interior restoration of 
our beautiful church with a capital fund that will also support other projects, including air 
conditioning the Parish Hall. All in all, 2016 was a marvelous year for Holy Advent. Now we need 
not to sit on our laurels, but to continue the momentum and to embrace our growth.  
     One of the aspects of our growth is the welcome addition of young families and their children 
to weekly services. These families and their children are a delight to all of us who also delight in 
our own grandchildren, but sometimes their energy and ebullience have made obvious the need 
for an improved sound system to assure that Peter and all the Lectors can be heard and all 
parishioners can fully participate in the beautiful liturgy that is our Church. To address this need, 
a new, state-of-the-art system will be installed shortly and will ensure that services during Lent 
and Holy Week will be audibly accessible to all. As the younger families tend to sit in the back 
pews, we encourage those who need to attend to hearing the sermon and readings to sit closer 
to the front. We nevertheless strongly encourage interaction at the exchange of the peace!  
     With all the “busy-ness” of 2016, the Vestry decided not to conduct a formal Stewardship 
Campaign, but to tell parishioners that we would assume their 2016 pledge would be continued 
unless you informed us differently. I still think that was a good decision, but ask all parishioners to maintain that pledge 
unless you inform us of an anticipated change (an increase is always welcome, but if a decrease is necessary, please let 
us know that, too). 
     Holy Advent continues to be a lively, thriving and growing parish, thanks to each and every parishioner who contributes 
each in your own way.  I feel privileged to serve this parish and am grateful for all of you who are our church family.  With 
gratitude and blessings – Lisa 

 

 MARIAN DOOLEY SPARKS OBITUARY                              Published in The New Haven Register on Jan. 29, 2017 

 
MARIAN DOOLEY SPARKS, 85 loving wife of Erwin Ray Sparks for 52 years of Clinton passed away on January 24, 2017 

after a short illness with her loving husband by her side. Marian was born on February 22, 
1931 at the Hospital of St. Barnabas in Newark, New Jersey. She graduated from 
Bloomfield High School in Bloomfield, New Jersey and attended nursing school. Marian 
worked in Dental and Pediatrician's offices for much of her life and was an active parishioner 
of Church of the Holy Advent in Clinton where she was a member of the vestry for several 
years. Marian will be remembered for her service to the community which included 
volunteering at the Shoreline Soup Kitchen and Food Pantry. She was also a member of the 
Clinton Volunteer Fire Department since 1985 where she has been recognized by her peers 
for the significant contribution she made to the Department as an EMT responding to more 
than 3000 medical emergencies. If that wasn't enough, Marian also dressed as the 
department mascot "Sparky the Dalmatian" for the town's parades and events. Marian had 
the ability to see the good in all people, a willingness to give her time selflessly to others and 
an appreciation for the simple things in life. She was an avid reader and enjoyed word 

search puzzles. She loved baking, crafts, sewing, needlepoint, knitting and cake decorating. Above all, Marian was a 
devoted wife, mother, grandmother and great-grandmother. She is survived by her husband Erwin (Ray), her sons Patrick 
and his wife Carol of Washington, Maine, Thomas and his wife Cheryl of Kensington, Eric and his wife Kate of Guilford, her 
grandchildren Katie and her husband Michael of Cameron, North Carolina, Stephanie and her husband David of Clinton, 
Ryan of Vernon, Arielle and Tyler of Kensington and great-grandchildren Stefen and Kaelyn. Marian was predeceased by 
her parents, George and Gertrude, a sister Josephine and a brother Thomas Edward. Calling hours were held on Monday, 
January 30, 2017 from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Swan Funeral Home in Clinton. Funeral services were held on Tuesday, 
January 31, 2017 at The Episcopal Church of the Holy Advent located at 81 East Main Street, Clinton. Burial was held on 
Wednesday, February 1, 2017 at Sleepy Hollow Cemetery, 540 N. Broadway, Sleepy Hollow, New York. In lieu of flowers, 
donations in Marian's memory may be made to Clinton Volunteer Fire Department. 
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ANNUAL MEETING ELECTION; 
Wardens: 1 year terms Lisa Scheffler & Ed Hartman 

Treasurer: 1 year term Linda Masci  
Clerk: 1 year term Shelly DiAcri 

Vestry: Renewed for 2
nd

 3 year terms = Joan Rawlings and Bill Russell 
2017 Nominating Committee; one from the vestry; Bill Filanowski and two from the parish at large; Don Hubert, Dan Mahier 

Continuing Vestry: 2 year terms Coleen Bloom, Carol Dowd, 1 year terms: Margie Faulkner, Bill Filanowski 
Continuing Diocesan Delegate 2 year terms Barbara Gibson, Kim Robey 

 

Vestry Meeting of January 9, 2017   Michele G. DiAcri, Clerk (Summarized) 
Present Fr. P. Larom, Dr. L. Scheffler, E. Hartman, B. Zettergren, M. DiAcri, C. Bloom, M. Faulkner, and J. Rawlings. Also 
attending; B. Gibson and K. Robey, Delegates to the Diocesan Convention, and D. Hubert, Finance Committee Chair.  
Diocesan Convention Kim Robey described her experience as a delegate to the Diocesan Convention as welcoming and 
inclusive. She noted April 6, 2017 as Leadership Training Day. The 2017 Diocesan Convention will be 11/17 & 18. 
Treasurer’s Report  Barbara Zettergren discussed the operating budget and actual for January through December 2016, 
noting non-recurring items. After discussion and upon motion moved and seconded, it was RESOLVED:  To accept the 
Treasurer’s Report as presented to the meeting. 
Wardens’ Report Lisa Scheffler commented on the 140

th
 Anniversary Celebration and Fr. Larom’s contribution to both the 

140
th
 and the Christmas services. She commented on the stewardship campaign. She discussed the missing names on the 

Christmas Memorial Flower list, and a solution to avoid a recurrence was discussed.  She addressed comments by some 
members on disruptions during Sunday service caused by young children, and it was emphasized that young families are 
welcome in the church and that improving the sound system will address the noise problem. 
Ed Hartman will investigate with Dan Mahier the purchase of a new computer for the church office. He asked for an update 
on combining the Hospitality/Fellowship Committee, and Michele DiAcri has organized a meeting on Sunday, 01/16 to 
gather interested volunteers in the Committee. Committee’s recommendations will be presented to the vestry. 
The matter of Holy Advent website was discussed.  After motion, moved and seconded, it was, RESOLVED:  To authorize 
Jackie Belmonte to continue to function as our web administrator until 4/1/17 at 2 hours per week. 
Finance Committee Don Hubert discussed his 12/16 proposal that the endowment be invested in a diocesan fund. After 
considerable discussion and upon motion, moved and seconded, it was RESOLVED: To participate in the Investment 
Funds-Donations & Bequests for Church Purposes, Inc. in the amount of $86,625 from the Endowed Fund and $45,000 
from the church saving account and to set a level of 3 percent on the investments. 
Rector’s Report  Fr. Peter commented on stewardship via new member ministry and the need to recapture those members 
who have left the church. He will be serving on the Diocesan Property Committee. In addition, he urged that there be a lead 
person for counting the collection and a lead person for recruiting the ushers. Barbara Gibson has volunteered to be Holy 
Advent’s music librarian. 
At next meeting, there will be a report on the sound system. He recommending a citation in the minutes recognizing the 
considerable work of Jean Wiley and Margaret Larom in researching and formulating a revised parish list. He noted that 
Linda Masci has volunteered to handle the formulation of the church roster of ministers for Sunday service. 
Nominating Committee Bill Russell e-mailed as follows. Joan Rawlings and Bill Russell’s terms expire this year and both 
agreed to run again as nominees for the next term of three year each as of January 2017. He stated the need for nominees 
for the new Nominating Committee for 2017; one from the vestry and two from the parish at large.  Bill Russell and Dan 
Mahier are working on the two parish-at-large members. 
Respectfully submitted, Michele G. DiAcri, Clerk The next meeting is Monday, February 13, 2017  

 

THE COOL SCHOOL     Pictured: the December 18, 2016 Church School Christmas Pageant. 
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PASTORAL CARE                                   Maggie Faulkner                                                      

As most of you know, I have accepted the Chairperson 

position of Pastoral Care. I look forward to working with 

Peter to organize any care needed for our parishioners and 

their families. The new directory will soon be out so I will 

have access to many with their email and phone numbers. It 

takes a village and I surely cannot do it alone. I know most 

of you and I know I won't have to. Once I get the email out to 

you, those that would like to help I will contact and we can 

have a meeting to organize our plans for the year. I am 

looking forward to what you are interested in doing.  

 

The following are some ideas I have of 

things that will help us:     Bringing 

Communion and praying, Meals for shut 

ins made in advance, put down in freezer 

for emergent use, Meals for parishioners 

that you would like to cook and bring to a 

certain person along with a short visit to see how they are 

and anything else they would need. I'm looking for persons 

that would like to drive parishioners to church or a doctor's 

appointment or do some shopping with or without them. 

Possibly send out a get well card or thinking of you card. 

There are so many things we can do to make someone's 

day a little brighter. I look forward to all the input from you. 

As I said before, I cannot do it alone so I look forward to 

meeting with many of you so we can keep our church family 

close and comfortable.  

More to follow. Blessings, Maggie 

FELLOWSHIP 2016                                    Maggie Faulkner         

     We have had a suburb 2016 and a Celebration of the 

Church of the Holy Advent 140
th
 Anniversary. 

     We hit the ground running from the Annual Meeting, 

Tenebrae, Maundy Thursday Dinner, Beach Picnic, the new “ 

Annual Barbeque”, Jazz Concert Reception, 140
th
 Reception, 

and the well-loved Lessons and Carols Reception. 

     I would like to thank each of you that helped physically. I 

could not have done it without you. I would also like to thank 

everyone who donated food and donated much money so we 

could have the exquisite Hordoeurvres from The 

Mediterranean Bistro on Route 1 in Westbrook. Thank you, 

Thank you, and Thank you! 

     As you know I have stepped down as Chairperson for this 

committee.  I will answer any questions from  the new 

Chairperson and any member.  We are strong together.  

Blessings, Maggie 

 

FELLOWSHIP & HOSPITALITY 2017        Shelly DiAcri  

Thanks to all who made the food and 

fellowship possible at the Annual Meeting.  

Colleen Bloom, Chris Comisky, Frank DiAcri, 

Bill Filanowski, Maggie Faulkner,Donna & 

John Gagne, Christine & Ed Hartman, 

Bethany Knight, Margaret Larom, Lisa 

Scheffler, Karen Stickney, Lynn Tendler, 

Barbara Zettergren, and Marye Wagner.   

 

The Committee's next event will be a reception after the 

Tenebrae service. 

 

Regards, Shelly 

 

MUSIC                                                                                                                                              Chair Chris Comisky                                                                                                                                                        
 

The November “Autumn Song Fest” A Cappella 
concert with Master of Ceremonies parishioner 
Michael John Valenti hosted University of 
Connecticut's Conn Men, Yale's Duke's Men, 
Marist College's Time Check featuring our own 
Charlie Bencivengo. and the Curtain Call Quartet.  

After all costs, over $2,800.00 was donated to the 
Food For All Garden and $2,800.00 to the Capital 
Campaign for the restoration project fund. 
 
 

 
When GOD solves your problems, you have faith in HIS abilities.  

When GOD doesn't solve your problems HE has faith in your abilities. 
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BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

           We'd like to acknowledge your birthday and anniversary. If you are missing from our list, please update  
           an information form (found in the back of the church) for us to maintain out records accurately, Thanks 
           

January Birthdays 
01 Cecily Mader  
03 Elijah Luchuk  
04 Ginny Daniels 
05 Nancy Hubert  
06 Lynn Tendler  
06 Grace White  
11 Gloria McQueeney              
13 Colleen Bloom                    
15 Jacqui LeBel                        
15 Rudy LeBel                         
18 LaMar Kelly 
15 Glee Wahlquist 
17 Thomas Mozny  
21 Jane Carnevale 
22 Irma Sepowski 
24 Polina Mann 
24 Richard Scheffler 
25 Chris Comiskey 
25 Francesca Moran 
30 Chris Egan 
30 Peter Larom 
30 Samuel Moran 

February Birthdays 
04 Thomas Carmody 
07 Gabriel Keirstead 
07 Matthew Luchuk 
10 Rufus Marsh 
12 Bethany Knight 
13 Kyle Smith 
15 Mason Bertier 
16 Amy Egan 
17 Susan Falato 
22 Tim Kearney 
23 Martha Tolan-Wilbur 
28 Peter Sullivan 
 

 

March Birthdays 
04 Elizabeth Mullane 
07 Ryan Gasparini 
07 Barbara Zettergren 
08 Sadie Douglas 
11 Gloria Treat 
11 James Van Cott 
15 Bert Daniels 
22 Linda Stannard 
23 Mary Ellen Dahlgren 
30 Maria Moran 
 

April Birthdays 
02 Trudy Valenti   
04 Abby Falato  
06 Michael Valenti 
08 Maya Asby 
21 Kenyin Douglas 
23 Nathan Pont 
28 Chad Hardin 
28 Cameron Patterson-
Moore 

 

               

January Anniversaries: February Anniversaries: 

 
Mary Ellen & Paul Dahlgren 01 04 1969  = 48 Years 

Peter & Margaret Larom 02 05 1977 = 40 years  
Susan & Bill Filanowski 02 13 2013 = 4 years 
John & Donna Gagne 02 15 1985 = 32 years 
Bob & Susan Smith 02 18 1987 = 20 

No March Anniversaries: April  Anniversaries: 

 
 

Dan & Carol Mahier  04 09 1983 = 34 years 

Ed & Sheila Ashley 04 18 1964 = 53 years 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY FATHER PETER 
     Daisy Larom from Facebook 
 
Going down memory lane on my Dads birthday  
and how he used to hang with Robert and Lola Redford  
and he did a search on Google  
--all of a sudden there he was in a photo in his old VW bus!  
So cool happy birthday dad!  
 

                   

QUILT OF VALOR PRESENTATION                                                                       Pictures provided by Betty Eccelston                                                              
 
December, 2016 parishioner George Eccelston was 
presented with the pictured Quilt of Valor for his service 
during the Korean War where he served as a Russian 
translator while stationed in Japan and South Korea. 
  
Pictured right is the outside of the quilt which contains 
partial inspirational psalms, hymns and sayings. Far right 
is the patriotic case for the quilt.  
 
Please join in giving thanks to George for his service. 
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FOOD FOR ALL GARDEN                                                                                                                   Margaret Larom  
     The Food for All Garden was recognized by the Federated Garden Clubs of 
Connecticut at the Annual Awards Meeting on Wednesday, Oct. 26, in Southington, 
CT.       
     Margaret Larom accepted the 2016 Bronze Medal at a luncheon attended by 395 
members of garden clubs throughout the state. As Janet Spaulding, Awards Chair, 
explained, “The Bronze Medal is our highest award and is given each year to an 
individual has made very significant contributions to community gardening, 
horticulture, civic projects or to an academic field where he or she has achieved 
excellence. Our board felt that your efforts in creating an organic garden on church 
property are an inspirational achievement that could become a model for other 
parishes and civic groups around the state. Your garden has used underutilized land 
to grow many tons of fresh produce for local food banks that serve the needier 
members of the community – something that we want to recognize and support. You 
have drawn to the project not only members of your parish, but members of local 
garden clubs and the public. As a gardening outreach effort, it is a stunning success.” 
Invited to address the gathering, Margaret emphasized that Food for All’s success is 
due entirely to the devotion of many volunteers who, though mostly amateurs, have found joy and excitement in growing 
vegetables as a way of reducing hunger locally. She also drew attention to the giant leap in participation by young people 
– more than 200 children and teens this year – and suggested that these “seeds” may bear fruit in unexpected ways down 
the road.  

 Pictured below;  Margaret Larom, with Jane Waugh, on Margaret's left, president of the FGCCT. At Margaret's right is 
Dee Mozzochi, active in garden 
clubs at many levels, who 
nominated Margaret for the award. 
She designed the herb garden at 
Food for All and is a parishioner of 
Holy Advent.  
 Pictured at right: 
 Margaret and her husband, the 
Rev. Peter Larom, rector of Holy 
Advent, enjoyed meeting a 
number of garden club 
representatives who wanted to 
know more about using church or 
community properties for garden 
to pantry projects. 

 

CHRISTMAS IN CLINTON ON DECEMBER 4TH 2016:  
We are so grateful for the hard work and creativity 
of the many volunteers who contributed to making 
Christmas in Clinton at Holy Advent 2016 
successful. For The Rectory: Amber & Dean 
Bierkan, Ron & Lorraine Anderson, David & Holly 
Richards, Charles Stannard, Shelly & Frank DiAcri, 
Marye Wagner, Alicia Sturgess, Peter & Margaret 
Larom, Carol & Katie Dowd, Mark & Cherie Strucali, 
Kathleen & Sam Whitbread, John Gagné, Elsie & 
Jack Newsom, Penny Chittenden, The Rev. Steven 
Hosking and The Rev. Constance Coles In The 
Church: Joyce & Bill Russell, Trudy & Michael 
Valenti, Martha Tolan-Wilbur, Maggie Faulkner, 
Diana Achee, Chris Comiskey, Jim Ambrogio, Carol 
Mahier and Penny Chittenden.  For the Hayrides: 
Ron Anderson and Peter Larom. Beautiful Wreathes 
and decorated greens:  Dee Mozzochi. 

 

   
WORRYING does not take away tomorrow's TROUBLES, it takes away today's PEACE.                 
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140th ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST SERVICE OF WORSHIP IN THE CHURCH.  
 
SERVICE PARTICIPANTS: The Rt. Rev. Ian Douglas, Bishop. Rector The Rev. Canon Peter Larom,  Jacklyn Belmonte 
Music Director, C. Stannard, guest organist. T,G. Heilman, Bassoon. A. West, cello. E. Gerhardt, trumpet. N. Loesch, 
Soprano. L. Valentine, Mezzo-Soprano. Choir: E. Ashley, D. Baer, M. Carmody, C. Comiskey, D. Gagne, B. Gibson, D. 
Hubert, M. Larom, P. Larom, J. Van Cott, G. McQueeney, D. Mozzochi, N. Rawlings, R. Wheeler, P. Mann. Hospitality, M. 
Faulkner Altar Guild, D. Achee, A. Egan, D. Ambrogio, M. Wagner, M. Rees, A. Milner, D. Mozzochi  
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LENTEN PROGRAM ON PRAYER                                                                                                           
Kim Robey 
5 Wednesdays: March 8, 15, 22, 29 and April 
5; evenings from 7 to 8pm in the Rectory. We 
will learn more about prayer of different kinds, 
discuss prayer and practice prayer. Whether 
you are a beginner or experienced pray-er, we 
need you. I will use the book The Practice of 
Prayer by Margaret Guenther especially Part 
1 which is the first 5 chapters. You might also 
want to bring a journal or get one of those 
marbled composition books to record your 
thoughts as we move through Lent.  
Save the dates. This program will be 
facilitated by Kim. Direct questions to 
krobey1@gmail.com. 

TRAINING DAY AT THE 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH     
Kim Robey                                        
 
     Spring Training & Gathering      is an annual training day, held in the 
spring, with dozens of workshops. The 2017 Gathering will take place 
Saturday, April 1 at Lincoln Middle School, Meriden CT from 9:30 am to 
4:00 pm. 
The day is organized by Robin Hammeal-Urban, Canon for Mission 
Integrity & Training, with administrator Deb Kenney.  
Last year over 300 people attended & this year even more is expected! 
     Regular registration ends March 5, 2017 at 11:30 p.m. and is $15.00. 
Late registration ends March 19, 2017 and is $25.00 Register Early 
Registration is closed after March 19. You may register at the door for a 
fee of $35.00 if there are any remaining openings after March 19th. 
Please contact Kim Robey at krobey1@gmail.com  to attend. 

      

PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES 
 

  Parishoner Carol Mahier passes on this sweet picture of an old friend with her baby                  
   
  Dear All, Met Widad for coffee today and here is a beautiful picture of Hoda and Iyan.  
  He's just about 6 months old and they went back to South Korea mid December. 
   The rest of the family is doing well. This year they will have been in the U.S. 8 years! 
 
 
 

 
  

AIDAN ESPOSITO  
SCOUTS AWARD EVENT  
Holy Advent members 
attending are: Upper left; 
Aidan Moran and : Lower left; 
Jim Coley.               
 

     

FARE WELL TO JACKIE Photo by Nick Bencivengo and note courtesy of Gloria McQueeney        
On Christmas day, we bid a fond farewell to Jackie Belmonte who has been our Music Director for the past two years.  
The Choir members presented Jackie with a framed picture of the choir which was signed by all of us. We also gave her  
a silver Pandora bracelet with a musical charm. We all learned a lot from Jackie about how to make beautiful music 
together. We will miss her. Thank you, Jackie for your leadership and friendship. Jackie and her husband, Wayne, and 
kitty, Noah, are all starting a new chapter in their lives in Wells, Maine, where Wayne has  been made Fire Chief.  
We wish them all blessings as they start this next adventure together! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  



 
HOLY ADVENTURES  
81 East Main Street 
Clinton,    CT 06413 0536 

      Worship with us on Sundays 

      at 8:00 or 10:00 a.m.   
      All are welcome! 

      The Parish Office is open  
      Monday 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
      Tuesday 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
      Thursday 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
      Parrish Office 860 669 2232 
      Parish Secretary Gloria McQueeney 
      e-mail holyadvent@sbcglobal.net 
      Mail:          P. O. Box 536,  
                       Clinton, CT 06413-0536 
      Website:   www.holyadventclinton.org 
      Rector Peter Larom      914-282-2450 
      e mail          richardlarom@gmail.com 
      Vestry meetings are the 2

nd
 Monday of  

      each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Rectory.  
      All are welcome to attend. 
      Wardens    Lisa Scheffler & Ed Hartman 
      Treasurer:   Linda Masci  
      Clerk          Shelly DiAcri 
      Vestry                         
      Coleen Bloom, Carol Dowd, Margie Faulkner,  
      Bill Filanowski, Joan Rawlings, Bill Russell 
      Organist and Choir Director Polina Mann 
      Newsletter editor  trudyvalenti@comcast.net 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

THE JERUSALEM BLESSING 

 

May the babe of Bethlehem give you joy; 
may the man of Galilee give you strength; 

may the Christ of Calvary give you courage; 
may the risen Jesus give you hope; 

and 
may the ascended Christ give you a foretaste of glory. 
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