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FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN:                                                                                             Lisa Dunkle Scheffler, MD                   
     After a relatively mild, but seemingly unending winter, I wish you all a Happy Spring and hope 

for a delightful ramp-up to a wonderful Shoreline summer! We will welcome our “snowbirds” 

home and look forward to the glorious season for which the New England shore seems to have 

been created. 

     We are currently in the quiet, reflective season of Lent, but plans are fully underway for Holy 

Week, including Maundy Thursday service with Seder supper, Good Friday with the Stations of 

the Cross and the Easter resurrection that follows. The whole week is a moving opportunity to 

prepare for the joyous celebration of Easter Sunday.  

     Our Music Committee is planning their next spectacular spring concert to feature widely 

renowned keyboard artists on the (newly enhanced) pipe organ and the piano. This promises to 

be a “can’t miss” musical extravaganza on Sunday, May 7 at 4 pm in the church, so save the 

date and time. 

     Other summer events that your Vestry and fellow parishioners are planning over the summer 

will include the ever-popular Beach Service and picnic and the 2
nd

 Annual Holy Smokin’ 

Barbecue. Other events may emerge as Holy Advent emerges from hibernation of the winter. 

We hope that everyone will plan to participate! 

     The first SouthEast Connecticut Regional Convocation is planned for Saturday, April 29 at Grace Church in Old 

Saybrook. This is intended to be an opportunity for fellow Episcopalians in our area of the state to share visions and goals 

and to consider ways in which we can work together in mission and outreach. All Episcopalians are welcome, and it would 

be wonderful to have a good representation from Holy Advent!  

     As we make an effort to turn our attention in greater measure to include participation in activities of the Diocese,  

we will make every effort to share with you the rich information that the Diocese shares with us. Much comes electronically, 

providing us with useful and uplifting reading material as well as notification of potentially meaningful and moving 

opportunities for participation in Diocesan-wide events. We hope that some of these options will open new doors for all of 

us and help each of us to let the light of Holy Advent shine forth to the Diocese! 

With blessings to all – 

Lisa Dunkle Scheffler, MD 

 

FROM THE JUNIOR WARDEN:                                                                                                                            
Ed Hartman  
     I thought I’d use the Spring Edition of Holy Adventures to share some 

interesting insights from the Pew Research Center.  According to Wikipedia: 

“The Pew Research Center is a nonpartisan American "fact tank", which is 

based in Washington, D.C. It provides information on social issues, public 

opinion, and demographic trends shaping the United States and the world.[2] 

It also conducts public opinion polling, demographic research, media content 

analysis, and other empirical social science research. Pew Research Center 

does not take explicit policy positions, and is a subsidiary of The Pew 

Charitable Trusts.” 

     I think all of us recognize there is something special about Holy Advent. 

Certainly, Rector Peter’s sermons and services shine. Our Choir punches way 

above its weight for a small parish. The physical Church is resplendent 

following the recent refurbishment. As Pew Research indicates, Holy Advent 

is a special place because it’s a Happy Place filled with Happy Parishioners.  

Blessings, 

Ed Hartman Junior Warden     

Note: “Highly religious” respondents are defined as those who say they pray daily and 

attend religious services at least once a week. All others respondents are coded as 

“not highly religious”. 

Source: Data on satisfaction with family life, overall happiness and volunteering from 2014 U. S. Religious Landscape Study, conducted 

June 4-Sept. 30, 2014. All other data from a supplemental survey conducted Aug. 11-Sept. 3, 2014. “Religion Everyday Life” PEW 

RESEARCH CENTER                                                                                                                   
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7TH ANNUAL HONDURAS CHILDREN'S PROJECT      APRIL 29, 2017  Marye 

Wagner                                                        

The Seventh Annual Honduras Children's Project Spaghetti Dinner, which benefits the   

 42 children of the Copprome Orphanage in El   

 Progreso, Honduras, will be held at Holy Advent  

 on Saturday, April 29, 2017 from 5:00-7:30 p.m.  

 A suggested donation of $10 guarantees a fun  

 evening of music and laughter courtesy of our own  

 Michael John Valenti. A hearty dinner of spaghetti,  

 bread, salad, dessert and beverages is provided. Rounding out the evening will be a  

 raffle with wonderful prizes and colorful Honduran handcrafts.  

 Those who are under 12 years of age or over 70 dine as our guests. 

 The mission of the Honduras Children's Project is a relatively simple one, but life-changing for the orphans of Copprome and 

much needed in their poverty-stricken world. It is to break this cycle of poverty by encouraging education. Every dollar raised 

at our Dinner is spent on funding educational after-school programs, supporting the schools the children attend, purchasing 

school supplies and paying the tuition of one University student. A new challenge has now arisen with the closure of a special 

education center attended by ten of the children. HCP is in the process of hiring a special education teacher for Copprome 

and will fund this program going forward. 

     Please join us for this very special Dinner. Copprome is a place where it's now "cool to be smart." It needs to stay that 

way, which will only happen with our support. 

 

VESTRY MEETINGS  (Summarized)                                                                                                    Michele G. DiAcri, Clerk 

          Following is a summary of the vestry's major decisions for the first quarter of 2017. A full copy of the vestry's meeting minutes are 

sent via e-mail soon after the meetings. Contact the Church Secretary Gloria to be add if are not receiving this information. 

(January 9) To participate in the Connecticut Diocese's Investment Funds; to accept the Treasurer's 2016 Report 

(February 13) To upgrade the church office's computer system and software; to explore assisting Fr. Bruce Shipman in his mission on 

behalf of Holy Trinity Church, Oaxaca, Mexico; to form a group to explore the definition of a Sanctuary Church and if Holy Advent 

should be one. 

(March 13) To move forward on refurbishing the parish house/church office with furniture donated by Diane Brennan; to move forward 

on the organ enhancement project, utilizing a $10,000 designated anonymous donation; to designate the Tenebrae collection for the 

church organ enhancement; to designate the Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday collections for the Food for All 

Garden. 

 

THE COOL SCHOOL 

 Madison Grady of our Cool Sunday School will be representing her dance studio 

 at a world-wide competition this summer. She is one of a team of four dancers to qualify 

for the competition tapping to the song, “Bell Hop Boogie”. Dancers will come from many 

countries around the world. Maddy has been dancing since the age of three.  

 This is her fourth year on the studio’s competition team.  

CONGRATULATIONS TO MADDY FROM HER CHURCH FAMILY 

 

 

EGG HUNT TO FOLLOW THE EASTER SERVICE 
Church School children and 
any of their friends are 
invited to color eggs on Holy 
Saturday, April 15, and the 
eggs will be blessed during 
service on Easter Day.  
The Easter Eggs are then 
hidden in the churchyard, 
and following the service 
youngsters will look for them 
and “redeem” them for a 
variety of seasonal sweets. 
Spread the word. 

HOLY WEEK AND EASTER         Father Peter Larom 

Palm Sunday was April 9
th
 at 8 and 10 a.m. We re-enacted the 

entry of Christ into Jerusalem and his journey to Golotha. 

Maundy Thursday was April 13
th
 6 p.m. Families at table re-

enacting Christ's Last Supper (pot luck) 

The Vigil also was Thursday April 13
th 

8 p.m. to Friday 14
th
 8 a.m. 

“Could you not wait with me?” Parishioners were asked to stand 

watch one hour in the church. 

Good Friday April 14
th
 12:00 noon Christ hung on the cross...this 

service goes deeply into the suffering of the “Lamb who was slain.” 

Easter Day April 16 at 8 and 10 a.m.(Egg Hunt for the little ones) 
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MUSIC TENEBRAE SERVICE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
The traditional candlelight service of readings and music for 
Holy Week was held on April second at 7:00 p.m. The 
program thanked participants: The Reverend Canon Peter 
Larom, Music Director Polina Mann, the Holy Advent Choir: 
Ed Ashley, Christine Comiskey, Donna Gagne, Barbara 
Gibson, Margaret Larom, Peter Larom, Gloria McQueeney 
and James Van Cott with guests Lydia McClain and John 
Janeiro. Readers were Deborah Ambrogio, Ed Ashley, The 
Rev. Constance Coles,  Abby Falato, Donna Gagne, Dan 
Mahier,  Nick Rawlings, Lisa Scheffler, Michael John Valenti 
and John Wagner. The prelude on Cello was performed by 
Kielty Wintersteen. The bassoon was played by Thomas C. 
Heilman. Music by Choir and Guests were Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence, I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes, Ave Verum Corpus, 
Abide With Me.   Anthem 5; What Wondrous Love Is This was performed by Leslie Valentine Mezzo-Soprano and Were You 
There When They Crucified My Lord?” along with the Choir and Guests. The Choir and Guests sang with the Congregation 
for Hymn #42 Now The Day Is Over, One Bread One Body, Hymn 474 When I Survey The Wondrous Cross and Hymn 170 
To Mock Your Reign, O Dearest Lord completed the service.  

    
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

           We'd like to acknowledge your birthday and anniversary. If you are missing from our list, please update  
           an information form (found in the back of the church) for us to maintain out records accurately, Thanks 
           

April Birthdays: May Birthdays: June Birthdays: July Birthdays: 

02 Trudy Valenti   
04 Abby Falato  
06 Michael Valenti 
08 Maya Asby 
13 Daisy Larom 
21 Kenyin Douglas 
23 Nathan Pont 
28 Chad Hardin 
28 Cameron Patterson-Moore 
 

08 Ron Anderson 
08 Meadow Papacoda 
16 Ed Hartman  
18 Jean Wiley  
19 Steve Mahier  
19 Grayson Meder  
20 Dontrell Douglas  
21 Joan Rawlings  
22 Marge Reid  
24 Joyce Russell  
26 Brandon Miller  
27 Amber Maly-Bingham  
28 Ed Ashley  
28 Katie Dowd 

01 Cathy Moore-Murphy 
02 Drew Gasparini 
04Peter Sullivan 
06 Julia Frazier 
07 George Bracci 
08 Marye Wagner 
11 Frank DiAcri 
11 Adelaide Milner 
12 Dorothy Martin 
17 Travis Bloom 
18 Caden Bloom 
21 Aidan Moran 
25 Jenna Egan 
26 Jacqueline Kelsey 
26 Amelia Mullane 
26 Kelly Smith 
28 Sabrina Cacace 
29 Kayla Mullane 
 

2 Shane Moore 
03 Patti Van Cott 
04 Liz Keirstead 
05 Betty Eccleston 
05 Margie Faulkner 
08 Barbara Bollman 
11 Bob Smith 
16 Sarah Wagner 
21 Sheri Vaughn 
25 Bill Filanowski 
29 Fred Carnevale 
29 Joseph Luchuk 

 

               

April Anniversaries: May Anniversaries: 

 

04 09 1983 34 years Dan & Carol Mahier 

04 18 1964 53 years Ed & Sheila Ashley 

 

 
05 09 1992 24 years Nick & Laura Bencivengo 
05 15 1965 51 years Frank & Shelly DiAcri 

June Anniversaries: July Anniversaries: 

06 03 2003 13 years John & Elizabeth Mullane  
06 06 2003 63 years Fred & Jane Carnevale      
06 16 1953  9 years Joe & Jeane Howard 
06 18 1965 51 years Art & Jean Wiley 
06 22 1956 60 years Jim & Patti Van Cott 
06 26 1976 40 years Charles & Linda Stannard 
06 29 1963 53 years Bert & Ginny Daniels 
06 29 1991 25 years Aidan & Maria Moran 

 

07 11 1992 24 years Chris & Amy Egan 

07 12 1975 41 years Bill & Joyce Russell  

07 23 2005 11 years Jason & Colleen Bloom  

07 24 2016  1 year Michael & Amber Bingham 
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WINTER IS COMING !!!                                                                                                                                    Trudy Valenti 

        Winter is coming!  Rather, she came on April 2nd to be 

  baptized. WINTER ARIA PONT joined her brother, Nathan  

  (pictured right), as a member of Holy Advent's future. Her  

  grandmother (that would be me: Trudy Valenti) sees a lot  

  of Winter's great Aunt Alice Flanagan in Winter and wonders  

  what role(s) she'll play at Holy Advent one day, like her Great  

  Aunt Alice,  Note that in the excitement of the day, we 

  neglected to get a picture that shows off Winter's Christening 

  dress that her mother, Kim, crocheted herself. So you get to 

  see the “girl in pink” picture.  

        Attending her baptism service with her Mom and Dad  

  (Kim and Nick Pont) were Winter's Godfather; Stephen  

  Paulson (with wife Jessica) and Godmother; Aunt Michelle  

  Withington (with husband Donnie and daughter Harley).  

        Her cheering section was Grandma Cindy and Uncle Mike from New Jersey. Must put in Winter's paternal 

grandparents; (Me) Trudy Valenti and husband Michael John, who, because he says he's too young to be a grandfather, 

has the children call him Goodfather (though, sometimes the children pronounce it as 'goodfarter '). I digress, Home town 

family came in support; Aunt Mimi and Uncle Dado (that's Lynn and David Tendler) and cousins; Mason, Brooklyn with 

Mom, Kristin. Great Uncle Bill made an appearance when refreshments were served in the Parish hall after the service to 

celebrate, because as you know from Nathans Sunday treats; “If you feed them: they will come” and they m ight sit quietly.  

    

 HALOS                                       Donna Gagne 

A few things; 

1) Carol Mahier wants to get a group together to go 

to see Mama Mia at Foxwoods in July. She and 

Linda Masci will be heading up the cause and will be 

in touch soon.  Carol/Linda, tag you're it! (I figured 

this was the easiest way to get them all to you and 

then a reply all gets the message out to everyone.) 

2) I will add you to our email distribution list if you 

would like, then you'll be sure to get all the exciting 

news for HALOS moving forward! 

3) As always, if anyone would like to host a 

gathering, feel free to start that ball rolling too. 

Till next time, Donna 

SCOUTS AWARD EVENT                                 Fr. Peter Larom                                                                                                      
     February 11, 2017   The Court 

of Honor took place at Holy 

Advent. The young man pictured 

in the center is Frank Guarascio, 

who achieved the rank of Eagle 

Scout. Frank did his Eagle project 

at Holy Advent, creating four 

garden benches at the food for all 

garden.  

With him are members of Holy Advent who have achieved this 

honor in the past. Pictured from left to right, Richard Scheffler, Jim 

Van Cott, Bill Filanowski, and Jim Coley. Dave Wahlquist was not 

able to be present. 

   

POUND… CARDIO WORKOUT    Kim Pont                                                                                                        

POUND® is the world's first cardio jam 

session inspired by the infectious, energizing 

and sweat-dripping fun of playing the drums. 

Hi all! I teach a POUND group fitness class every Friday 6-

7 in Clinton. The class is FREE and it's a lot of fun using 

drumsticks and mats which are provided. If you are 

interested or know someone who  is call or text me at 860 

641 8221 to be added to the list.          

YOGA IN YOUR CHAIR OR NOT                 Jackie Kelsey 

For those who need a gentler yoga session or those who 

want a regular routine, 

join Jackie Kelsey on 

Tuesdays 2-3 for the 

chair stretch or 

Thursday 5:30 - 6:30  

for a regular session. 

 

John 11:25-26 “Jesus said to her, 

“I am the resurrection and the life.  

Whoever believes in me,  

though he die, yet shall he live,  

and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.” 
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Thank you to all that have showed an interest in Pastoral Care for our church family here at the Church of the Holy 

Advent. If anyone else is interested in helping someone either by visiting, shopping, rides to appointments, or dropping 

off things from the store, and other ideas, please let me know. My contact information is: Home Phone, 860-399-6040, 

Cell, 860-388-7180 (call or text) and Email,  maggief719@gmail.com. I'm looking for people that would like to drop off 

Altar Flowers after the Easter service to our shut ins. That would be a great way to start. I look forward to growing 

Pastoral Care so we can all have a hand in helping those in need.                                                           Maggie Faulkner 

 

MENy HANDS                                                                                                                                    Michael John Valenti 

A traditional Irish St. Patrick’s Day meal was provided to parishioners by the Bloom family and the Meny Hands jumped 

in to assist. Pictured are Ed Hartman, Mike Valenti, John Gagne Jason Bloom, John Wagner, Jason's guest, Bill 

Russell, Bill Filanowski, Nick Rawlings and Fr. Peter Larom. A great meal it was!  

  

EASTER 2017 MESSAGE           The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry Presiding Bishop and Primate The Episcopal Church  

      It’s taken me some years to realize it, but Jesus didn’t just happen to be in Jerusalem on that first Palm 

Sunday. He wasn’t on vacation. He wasn’t just hanging out in town. Jesus was in Jerusalem on purpose. He 

arrived in Jerusalem about the time of the Passover when pilgrims were in the city. When people’s hopes 

and expectations for the dawn of freedom that Moses had promised in the first Passover might suddenly be 

realized for them in their time. 

     Jesus arranged his entrance into Jerusalem to send a message. He entered the city, having come in on 

one side of the city, the scholars tell us, at just about the same time that Pontius Pilate made his entrance on the exact 

opposite side of the city. Pilate, coming forth on a warhorse. Pilate, with soldiers around him. Pilate, with the insignias of 

Rome’s Empire. Pilate, representing the Caesars who claimed to be son of god. Pilate, who had conquered through Rome the 

people of Jerusalem. Pilate, representing the Empire that had taken away their freedom. Pilate, who represented the Empire 

that would maintain the colonial status of the Jewish people by brute force and violence. 

     Jesus entered the city on the other side, not on a warhorse, but on a donkey, recalling the words of Zechariah: 

          Behold your King comes to you Triumphant and victorious is He Humble and riding on a donkey 

     Jesus entered the city at the same time as Pilate to show them, and to show us, that God has another way. That violence is 

not the way. That hatred is not the way. That brute force and brutality are not the way. 

     Jesus came to show us there is another way. The way of unselfish, sacrificial love. That’s why he entered Jerusalem. 

That’s why he went to the cross. It was the power of that love poured out from the throne of God, that even after the horror of 

the crucifixion would raise him from death to life. 

     God came among us in the person of Jesus to start a movement. A movement to change the face of the earth. A movement 

to change us who dwell upon the earth. A movement to change the creation from the nightmare that is often made of it into the 

dream that God intends for it. 

     He didn’t just happen to be in Jerusalem on that Palm Sunday. He went to Jerusalem for a reason. To send a message. 

That not even the titanic powers of death can stop the love of God.  On that Easter morning, he rose from the dead, and 

proclaimed love wins. 

     So you have a blessed Easter. Go forth to be people of the Resurrection. Follow in the way of Jesus. Don’t be ashamed to 

love. Don’t be ashamed to follow Jesus. 

Have a blessed Easter. And bless the world. Amen.  
 

tel:(860)%20399-6040
tel:(860)%20388-7180
mailto:maggief719@gmail.com


 HOLY ADVENTURES  
81 East Main Street  
Clinton, CT 06413 0536  

   
     Worship with us on Sundays 

      at 8:00 or 10:00 a.m.   

      All are welcome! 

      The Parish Office is open  

      Monday 12:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  

      Tuesday 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

      Thursday 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

      Parrish Office              860 669 2232 

      Parish Secretary Gloria McQueeney 

      e-mail     holyadvent@sbcglobal.net 

      Mail:        P. O. Box 536,  

                     Clinton, CT 06413-0536 

      Website: www.holyadventclinton.org 

      Rector Peter Larom      914-282-2450 

      e mail          richardlarom@gmail.com 

      Vestry meetings are the 2
nd

 Monday of  

      each month at 7:00 p.m.  

      All are welcome to attend. 

      Wardens    Lisa Scheffler & Ed Hartman 

      Treasurer:   Linda Masci  

      Clerk          Shelly DiAcri 

      Vestry                         

      Coleen Bloom, Carol Dowd, Margie Faulkner,  

      Bill Filanowski, Joan Rawlings, Bill Russell 

      Organist and Choir Director Polina Mann 

      Newsletter             trudyvalenti@comcast.net 

     Nominating Committee; Bill Filanowski,  

                            Don Hubert, Dan Mahier 

     Diocesan Delegates  

                            Barbara Gibson, Kim Robey 

 
 
 

 
 

                                                    
 

Make me a channel of your peace, 
Where there is hatred, let me bring your love; 

Where there is injury, your pardon Lord, 
And where there's doubt, true faith in you. 

 

- The Peace Prayer attributed to Saint Francis 
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